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FOREWORD

The El Hydrocarbon Management Committee (HMC) is responsible for the production and
maintenance of standards and guidelines covering various aspects of static and dynamic measurement
of petroleum.

The HMC is made up of the chairs and vice chairs of the hydrocarbon management (HM) subcommittees,
comprising international experts in the fields of cargo inspection, marine transportation, refineries,
marketing and distribution and upstream hydrocarbon management.

The El maintains liaison with parallel working groups of the American Petroleum Institute's Committee
On Petroleum Measurement, and other organisations concerned with quantitative measurement in
other countries and in other industries.

The El Hydrocarbon Management Guidelines (formerly Petroleum Measurement Manual and Petroleum
Measurement Papers) are widely used by the petroleum industry and have received recognition in
many countries by consumers and the authorities. In order to promote international good practice the
El works via the British Standards Institute to develop standards through the International Standards
Organisation’s technical committee TC-28; Petroleum Products and related products of synthetic or
biological origin, and its sub committee TC28/SC2; Measurement of petroleum and related products.

A full list of hydrocarbon management guidelines is available on request from the Energy Institute.

The El hydrocarbon management guidelines are recommended for general adoption but should be
read and interpreted in conjunction with safety, environmental, weights and measures, customs and
excise and other regulations in force in the particular country in which they are to be applied. Such
regulatory requirements have precedence over corresponding clauses in the El document except
where the requirements of the latter are more rigorous, when its use is recommended. Users should
also consider contractual constraints imposed by any other interested party.

Users are invited to send comments, suggestions or details of relevant experience to:
Technical Department

Hydrocarbon management

Energy Institute

61 New Cavendish Street

London

W1G 7AR

United Kingdom

e: technical@energyinst.org

Www.energyinst.org
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1.1

1.2

INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

The El Hydrocarbon Management Committee has identified the need to produce an agreed
set of definitions for terms frequently used in El petroleum measurement guidance. There
is a fundamental requirement for consistency of definitions and to ensure such definitions
conform with internationally accepted ISO definitions wherever possible.

Most El codes contain a glossary of terms (or terms and definitions section) giving definitions
for specific terms used in the text and clarification of their meaning for the particular
subject and context. However, because EI measurement glossaries are spread over many
publications, instances have arisen of variations in the wording for a particular definition used
in several different codes. The aim of this document is to prevent such occurrences in future
publications.

The definitions represent an attempt to draw together all the essential metering and statistical
terms used for both static and dynamic measurement. Where definitions are in line with ISO
standards, the ISO reference is given.

Where more than one term is given for the same definition, the first one listed is preferred.

USE OF THESE TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

El committees developing or revising HM documents should use the terms and definitions
presented here, in accordance with the following policy:

All key terms used in a particular document should be contained in the glossary of the
document concerned. Where applicable, these will be taken from HM 0.

Terms and definitions not contained in HM 0 may be used.

Interpretation of any document will be based on the terms contained in its glossary, which
will take precedence over HM 0.

New terms, which committees/work groups consider to have application across a number of
topics or to be in general use should be submitted to HMC for addition to HM 0.

Similarly, if committees/work groups find that there is a need to modify a term or its definition
then recommendations should be submitted to HMC for consideration.






