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INTRODUCTION

In 1998 the Environment Agency published a series of technical reports which assessed and quantified the
contingency plans that currently exist for protection from oil pollution, by booming, of tidal rivers and estuarine
areas. This  included ports and harbours.  One clear conclusion from this exercise was that booming plans and their
place within overall contingency planning are not handled consistently across the United Kingdom.  

The Institute of Petroleum, supported by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) and Environment Agency
(EA), subsequently sponsored a workshop on booming plans.  This was widely attended by Local Authorities and
Port and Harbour Authorities, and served to reinforce the view that considerable inconsistencies existed in the
layout, content and effectiveness of operational booming plans. It established the need for some generic template
or model plan and guidance to address operational booming and its place within an overall contingency plan.

This document builds on the discussion at the workshop and aims to set out a model operational booming plan based
on best practice. It recognises that an operational booming plan is not a stand-alone document, but is an integral
working part of an overall oil spill contingency plan.  It is supported by a number of annexes that cover, in more
detail, aspects such as health and safety, boom selection and weather considerations. 

Common inconsistencies and inadequacies which have been found by the Environment Agency in booming plans
developed across the UK have been listed and classified as issues for consideration to provide the reader with an
awareness of the many pitfalls that exist. The guidelines also recognise the EA initiative to prioritise sites for
protection across England and Wales. 

The format for an operational booming plan is provided as a recommended minimum standard, and it is intended
that these guidelines are used in conjunction with the MCA Scientific Technical and Operational Advice Notice
(STOp 5/99).

A booming plan is the operational component of a two part Shoreline Protection Plan. Part one details overall
strategy for the Shoreline Protection as part of the County/Area plan. Part two provides a stepwise guide for the
boom deployment at individual sites for the boom technicians. This document addresses issues relating to Part two.

The Institute of Petroleum cannot accept any responsibility for injury to persons or damage to or loss of property
however arising out of, or in conjunction with, the application of these guidelines.


