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FOREWORD

A number of (primarily) coal-fired power stations are expected to be decommissioned in the United 
Kingdom (UK) in the next 5–10 years. Upon handing over a power station to a specialist contractor 
for demolition, it is important that the power station is 'cold and dark' – i.e. hazards are isolated, the 
facility is decontaminated – and that all required information about the status of the plant (remaining 
hazards, etc.) are provided to the contractor.

This publication provides guidance on a typical project process to safely and economically prepare a 
power station for decommissioning and for its handover in a safe state for demolition. The guidance 
has been developed based on the experience of operators and references other guidance where 
appropriate.

The guidance covers the entire decommissioning life cycle, including preparation for the end 
of life during the plant operational lifetime, the late-life operations phase and into the actual 
decommissioning phase itself. General guidance on certain aspects of the demolition phase is also 
included to aid in planning, although this phase itself is beyond the scope of this publication. 

The guidance does not provide the engineering detail required to safely carry out decommissioning 
or demolition. It instead focuses on planning, information gathering, contractor selection, general 
processes, and legislative requirements. Furthermore, whilst this publication covers some aspects of 
demolition, it only does so to make owner/operating companies aware of their responsibilities, and 
where this information is beneficial for planning prior to decommissioning. 

This publication is primarily intended for station owners, station operators, decommissioning 
engineers, demolition engineers and project managers. 

It should be noted this publication is guidance only; it is not a manual. Every power station is different, 
and each will have its own unique issues to manage. 

The information contained in this document is provided for general information purposes only. 
Whilst the Energy Institute (EI) and the contributors have applied reasonable care in developing this 
publication, no representations or warranties, expressed or implied, are made by the EI or any of the 
contributors concerning the applicability, suitability, accuracy or completeness of the information 
contained herein and the EI and the contributors accept no responsibility whatsoever for the use of 
this information. Neither the EI nor any of the contributors shall be liable in any way for any liability, 
loss, cost or damage incurred as a result of the receipt or use of the information contained herein.

The EI welcomes feedback on its publications. Feedback or suggested revisions should be 
submitted to: 

Technical Department
Energy Institute
61 New Cavendish Street
London, W1G 7AR 
e: technical@energyinst.org

mailto:technical@energyinst.org

